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Prague Declaration 
28 September 2000 


We, the members of non-governmental and 
community-based organizations from different 
parts of the world, gathered in Prague and signing 
this statement, note the unprecedented early 
suspension of the 2000 annual general meeting of 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Bank. Given the number of scheduled 
sessions, including meetings with — non- 
governmental organizations, that will evidently be 
canceled, the claim that they have simply finished 
their business rings hollow. 


We believe that the cancellation of the final day of 
meetings reflects the institutions’ recognition of 
their own lack of credibility. Confronted with 
vigorous protests from organizations like ours and 
a refusal to accept the empty rhetoric of "poverty 
reduction" and "debt relief" offered in response to 
assertions of their responsibility for decades of 
economic malfeasance, they have, at last, wisely 
chosen silence over more lies. 


Our challenge to the right of these institutions and 
those who control them to dictate economic 
policy, largely through the leverage gained 
through illegitimate debts, has gone unanswered. 
Our call for a wholly new global economic 
structure, one which mandates not a single model 
but many choices for the many peoples of the 
world, is one that these institutions cannot accept, 
or even comprehend. 


We gathered in Prague for an exceptionally broad, 
inclusive, international protest against the 


discriminatory and unjust policies of the IMF and 
the World Bank. We oppose the undemocratic and 
elitist character of both the institutions and the 
meetings they hold. 


Our numbers include a great many young activists 
as well as people from Central and Eastern Europe 
who have now inaugurated the movement against 
corporate globalization in this region. Our 
numbers also include protesters in over 30 other 
countries, including Bangladesh, South Africa, 
Argentina, the United States, France, and India, 
who staged solidarity actions this week. 


We came to Prague to act in solidarity with the 
millions who could not be in Prague: the 
impoverished women farmers of Africa, the 
workers laid off in Asia, the Pacific and Caribbean 
islanders denied credit for their livelihoods, the 
young women working in Latin American 
sweatshops. 


We have spent our time in Prague not only 
protesting, but also discussing positive, people- 
centered alternatives to the debt crisis, structural 
adjustment programs, corrupt and 
environmentally devastating infrastructure 
projects, and the economic philosophy of 
development through exploitation of both the 
ecology and large majorities of the people in the 
South and in the East. 


At the same time we denounce the psychological 
terror and physical repression executed by the 
Czech police forces before and during the 
conference of the IMF and World Bank. Their 
actions, notwithstanding instances of provocative 
behavior by a few protesters, have injured dozens 
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of innocent people and resulted in hundreds of 
unjustified arrests during and after the essentially 
peaceful demonstrations. We express our 
solidarity with the hundreds who remain 
imprisoned, and call for humane treatment and 
speedy release of all those detained. We 
particularly express our grave concern over 
reports of brutalization of those held in Czech 
prisons. 


We note that the World Bank _ itself has 
acknowledged this month that its policies are 
failing. Its World Development Report, although 
subjected to censorship within the institution, 
offers a revealing critique of the growth-centered 
development philosophy that has long been the 
Bank's adamant answer to every question. And 
its report on the transition economies of the 
former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe has 
revealed a tenfold increase in poverty, from 2% to 
21%, a clear indication that the neo-liberal recipe 
peddled by the IMF and World Bank has failed yet 
another entire region of the globe. 


Given the evidence supplied by the World Bank 
itself, we would suggest that it and the IMF, and 
the commentators who continue to support them, 
consider that their calls for more of the same 
medicine, more of the same conditionalities, are 
inadequate. A revolution in economics is called 
for, one that returns control of economies to the 
people who live in them. The time has come to 
put economics at the service of the people, rather 
than entire societies at the service of economic 
models that have failed for over 20 years. 


Our protests in Prague, following those in 
Melbourne, Okinawa, Geneva, Chiang Mai, 
Washington, Seattle, and countless other cities, 
have again exposed to the world’ the 
contradictions and inadequacies of corporate 
globalization, and of the IMF and World Bank. Our 
protests also echo the struggles going on today in 
Bolivia, one of the many places where people from 
many sectors have risen up against the local 
manifestations of the globalized economy. So 
long as that model continues to be imposed by the 
rich and the powerful, organizations like ours shall 
continue to protest and to do everything in our 
power to expose the plain failures of the system. 
Wherever those who have taken upon themselves 
the power to make decisions for the global 
economy will gather, we will be there to witness, 
to expose, and to protest. 


Signed*: 


Focus on the Global South - Thailand (Nicola 
Bullard) 

Initiative Against Economic Globalization (INPEG) 
- Czech Republic (Alice 

Dvorska) 

50 Years Is Enough Network - USA (Soren 
Ambrose) 

EuroMarches Against Unemployment - Austria 
(Leo Gabriel) 

ATTAC France (Christophe Aguiton) 

Jubilee 2000 South Africa/J ubilee South - South 
Africa (Dennis Brutus) 

Center for Economic & Policy Research - USA 
(Mark Weisbrot) 

Rights Action - USA (Annie Bird) 

National Free Union of Students - Germany 
(Stefan Bienefeld) 

Zashita Trade Union / Alternativy Association - 
Russia (Boris Kagarlitsky) 


*Because of the pressures of time and distance, 
not all organizations listed could complete their 
approval process before issuance of _ this 
statement. Although final approval is expected, 
the individual(s) present in Prague and taking part 
in drafting the statement are listed as provisional 
signatories. This statement has been issued 
rapidly because of its importance and will remain 
open to additional endorsements for several days. 


Secret negotiations between Europe and 
Canada 


(One must assume that what we ask of others, we 
are ready to take on ourselves. Michel Servoz was 
the direct assistant of the former  euro- 
commissioner Sir Leon Brittan and he has remain 
the main negotiator for the GACS (AGCS) for the 
present euro-commissioner Pascal Lamy.) 


Here are some of the requests the European 
Commission is going to make of Canada in the 
GATS negotiations. The information comes from: 


Michel Servoz Head of Unit DG Trade/M/1 Trade in 
Services 


Note in particular that the EC is going to request 
that Canada get rid of its limitations on alcohol 
and tobacco distribution. Presumably Europe is 
willing to give this up as well because their 
schedules are full of limitations in these areas. 


GATS 2000 : Distribution B. Proposal to Canada 


See attached, EC proposal to all WTO Members. In 
particular, the following proposals are made to 
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Canada, in relation to specific barriers that have 
been identified (non-exhaustive list) : 


1. Allow, in all modes, without economic needs 
test, distribution of : 


- agriculture and live animals in 6221 
- fisheries products 

- alcoholic beverages 

- beverages and tobacco 


- books, magazines, newspapers, journals, 
periodicals and other printed matter 


- pharmaceutical, medical goods and orthopaedic 
goods 


- amusement machines 


- motor vehicles (and parts and accessories 
thereof), including motorcycles and snowmobiles 


2. Eliminate citizenship requirement to distribute 
amusement machines in Quebec 


GATS 2000: Tourism B. Proposal to Canada 

See attached, EC proposal to all WTO Members. In 
particular, the following proposals are made to 
Canada, in relation to specific barriers that have 
been identified (non-exhaustive list) : 

Subsector - A. Hotel restaurants and catering 


Mode 3 - Establishment 


Undertake full commitments without any 
restrictions. 


Mode 4 - Temporary movement of services 
suppliers 


For various provinces, remove residency and 
nationality requirements. 


Subsector - B. Travel Agencies and Tour Operator 
Services 


Mode 1 - Cross-border supply 


For two provinces, remove commercial presence 
requirement. 


Mode 3 - Establishment 


For one province, remove commercial presence 
requirement. 


Mode 4 - Temporary movement of services 
suppliers 


For various provinces, remove residency and 
nationality requirements. 


Subsector - C. Tourist guides services 
All modes 


Undertake full commitments without any 
restrictions. 


B. Proposal to Canada - Telecommunications See 
attached, EC proposal to all WTO Members. In 
particular, the following proposals are made to 
Canada, in relation to specific barriers that have 
been identified (non-exhaustive list) 


Mode 3 - Establishment 


Remove foreign equity participation ceilings (today 
20% direct, 33% indirect). Remove ceilings on 
equity participation by one shareholder (today in 
Nova Scotia, Manitoba,.) Allow competition in local 
services throughout the country (it is today 
prohibited in a number of areas). Allow 
competition in interexchange voice services 
throughout the country (it is today prohibited in a 
number of areas) 


GATS 2000 : Services Auxiliary to All Modes of 
Transport 


B. Proposal to Canada 


See attached, EC proposal to all WTO Members. In 
particular, the following proposals are made to 
Canada, in relation to specific barriers that have 
been identified (non-exhaustive list) : 


Cargo-handling Services, Storage and Warehouse 
Services, Freight Transport Agency Services and 
other (i.e. pre-shipment inspection). Mode 1, 2, 
and 3 Undertake full commitments without any 
restr 


GATS 2000: Environment B. Proposal to Canada 


See attached, EC proposal to all WTO Members. In 
particular, the following proposals are made to 
Canada, in relation to specific barriers that have 
been identified (non-exhaustive list) : 
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Mode 1 - Cross-border supply & Mode 2 - 
Consumption abroad 


Cluster - Remove provincial requirements on 
nationality/ residency and commercial presence for 
accreditation as a _ supplier. Undertake full 
commitments for R&D services. 


Mode 3 - Establishment 


Cluster - Remove deposit, incorporation or 
residency requirements in two provinces for 
building construction. Undertake full commitments 
for the provision of R&D services 


GATS 2000 : Construction and related engineering 
services B. Proposal to Canada 


See attached EC proposal to all WTO Members. In 
particular, the following proposals are made to 
Canada, in relation to specific barriers that have 
been identified (non-exhaustive list) : 


Mode 3 Remove requirement for a non-resident 
who will be consuming or using tangible personal 
property in Ontario to deposit 4 per cent of the 
amount to be paid under the contract or post a 
guarantee bond for the same. 


Remove requirement for a non-resident contractor 
in Newfoundland to deposit 6 per cent of the 
contract amount or a bond equivalen 


GATS 2000 : Services Auxiliary to All Modes of 
Transport B. Proposal to Canada 


See attached, EC proposal to all WTO Members. In 
particular, the following proposals are made to 
Canada, in relation to specific barriers that have 
been identified (non-exhaustive list) : 


Cargo-handling Services, Storage and Warehouse 
Services, Freight Transport Agency Services and 
other (i.e. pre-shipment inspection). Mode 1, 2, 
and 3 Undertake full commitments without any 
restriction 


Thanks to Ellen Gould for these information. 


From Seattle to Prague... to Seoul 


October 20th!!! The Next Round of the Struggle 
Against Globalizaton will take Place in Seoul!!! 


Your solidarity is needed for the ‘ASEM 2000 Seoul 
Day of Action Against Neo-Liberal Globalization'!!!! 


The progressive sector of Korea is busy preparing 
for the start of the Asia Europe Meeting, not 
because of the meaningless rhetoric that will go 
on inside the venue of the meetings between the 
state heads, but because of the live voices that 
will be present in the streets outside of the venue. 
The preparatory committee of the ASEM 2000 
Seoul Day of Action Against Neo-Liberal 
Globalization consists of the Korean People's 
Action Against Investment Treaties and the 
WTO(or KoPA), the People's Rally Committee, and 
the ASEM 2000 NGO Forum Committee. KoPA, 
composed of 25. social, labor, and civic 
organizations, has actively struggled against 
investment treaties, international financial 
institutions such as the IMF, and the WTO. The 
People's Rally Committee is composed of the 
biggest people's organizations in Korea, including 
the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions 
(KCTU), the Korean Farmer's League(KFL), and 
the National Union of the Poor. The major civic 
organizations in Kore! a! make up the ASEM 
2000 Social Forum Committee. As the title of the 
actions suggest, the actions will be a uniform 
voice of adamant opposition to the world-wide 
free trade system of modern day capitalism and 
the 'race towards the bottom’ it enforces upon the 
people of the world. It will be a joint project 
between the civic, social, and _ people's 
movements, bringing together workers, farmers, 
the poor, students, women, environmentalists, 
health care activists, unification movement 
activists and more in the fight against 
globalization. 


Why the actions at the ASEM? The reasons are 
clear: the meeting itself will not reach an 
agreement that will have to be observed by 
participating states. However, the meeting itself, 
and the actions by governments participating in 
the meetings have made cleat their committment 
to the furthering of free trade and globalization 
through various channels. Through empirical 
observations (President Kim Dae-]ung has made 
it clear that he plans to continue with re- 
structuring through the second half of his term as 
president. Labor Parties and Social Democratic 
Parties in Europe seem to be on the same path) 
and through the plans laid out by the previous 
summit meetings in London and __ preparatory 
meetings for the meeting in Seoul. The people of 
Korea, though we know international opinions 
vary on the topic, Know all to well at what effects 
the IMF crisis and the forced re-structuring 
program which followed, have had on the people 
of Korea and Korean society in general. Increas! 
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in! g dependency on foreign economies and 
international trends, increasing economic 
instability, lay- offs, unstable jobs, rise in 
unemployment, the polarization of wealth, the 
dismantling of social unity, and an overall 
decrease in the standards of living, among many 
others. The past 3 years after the IMF crisis have 
been an almost constant battle for the socially 
oppressed of Korea, in defense of labor rights 
that had been gained through years of struggle. 
The progressive sector of Korea also realize the 
importance of continuing with what has become 
the latest trend of international solidarity in the 
progressive movement, and plan on using the 
actions at the meetings to engage in an active 
dialogue with the people of Korea on just what 
neo-liberalism has meant to Korea and what 
alternatives exist. 


There is much at stake, and clear cut goals in 
relation to this struggle for the people of Korea as 
well. The Korean Farmer's League and the KCTU 
are feeling the pressure from the government's 
continuing efforts to conclude a_ bi-lateral 
investment treaty with the U.S. and Japan. The 
treaties are filled with clauses similar to the ones 
in the Multi-lateral Agreement on Investment, 
defeated by international resistance a couple 
years ago. The Kim Dae-Jung government is also 
seeking to commence with plans for the 2nd part 
of the restructuring of the public sector, and are 
also planning on further liberalization and opening 
up of the national economy. The actions during 
the ASEM meetings will be a cry against the neo- 
liberal policies of the Kim Dae-Jung government, 
as well as neo-liberal trends of globalization as a 
whole. 


It probably doesn't need to be pointed out that 
isolation could have devastating effects on the 
struggle here in Korea. People's organizations and 
trade unions in Korea know all to well the 
barbaric tactics the police use to crack down on 
demonstrations and strikes, and the same could 
happen to the direct actions at the ASEM 
meetings. We have already seen in previous 
struggles in Seattle and Washington what kind of 
pressure that international support and solidarity 
can put on the government, especially one which 
advertises its leader as being the ‘human rights 
president’. This sort of pressure is especially 
important in Korea, where suppression of 
demonstrations often turn violent, as seen in the 
crackdown on the Lotte Hotel workers' strike 
several months ago. Your interest and solidarity 
is critical if the actions in Seoul are to succeed. 


With less than a month left now until the day of 
the actions in Seoul, we do realize that time is 
running short on us. It took longer than expected 
for the progressive sector in Korea to arrive at an 
agreement on the course and theme of the 
actions. We are working with a sense of urgency 
and our doing our best to make up for the late 
start. We are paying close attention to the 
developments in Prague, where activists with the 
same issues and causes as ours will be gathering 
to demand an- end to the destruction and 
oppression stemming from neo-liberal 
globalization and the _ international financial 
institutions which enforce its policies. 


Our solidarity and full support to the struggle in 
Prague! 


Your struggle is our struggle! 


More information on the actions can be seen at: 
http: //antiwto.jinbo.net (currently under 
construction, will reopen in a few days) 


Regular updates on the preparations for the ASEM 
action can be heard through the_ internet 
broadcasts at: 
http: //cast.jinbo.net/news/yundai.html Contact 
us at: kopa@jinbo.net 


Korean People's Action against Investment 
Treaties and the WTO(KoPA) People's Rally 
Committee 


The other Summit 


For another Euro-Mediterranean partnership : The 
Euro-Mediterranean meetings against liberal 
globalisation (Marseille, 9th of November 2000) 
secretariat.euromed@attac.org 

http: //attac.org/euromed/ 








In December 1995, the fifteen countries of the 
European union and the twelve countries of the 
south and east of the Mediterranean have held a 
meeting in Barcelona to throw the bases of a 
Euro-Mediterranean space. They have set a 
partnership mainly based on association bilateral 
settlements aiming for the establishment of free- 
exchange as the condition for peace and shared 
prosperity in the area. Since, 2 conferences took 
place, in Malta (1997) and Stuttgart (1999), to 
escort this “Euro-Mediterranean process". The 
forth is planned for the 13th and 14th of 
November 2000 in Marseille. It will gather foreign 
affairs ministers, and maybe heads of nations of 
partner countries. 
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The reading of the content of the Euro- 
Mediterranean partnership, of association 
settlement signed (for Tunisia, Israel, Morocco and 
the Palestinian territories), and the analysis of 
their first effect on the society of third partner 
countries (TPC), have led, during the alternative 
Social Summit (Geneva, 22-25th of J une 2000) a 
dozen of organisations of the Mediterranean coast 
to gather after a call for the Euro-Mediterranean 
meeting against liberal globalisation. These 
meetings will take place on the 9th of November 
in Marseille. They aim for the bases of a Euro- 
Mediterranean network in order to resist against 
the neo-liberalism which plans to build an 
alternative to the only development project 
(represented by the Euro-Mediterranean 
partnership) offered today to the people of both 
sides of the Mediterranean. 


The content and targets of Euro-Mediterranean 
Partnership (EMP) is not well known from the 
general public. The work on consequences that are 
already visible or probable on EMP on the 
economies and societies of partner countries are 
in limited amount and restricted publication. At 
the moment, about the call, several groups, in the 
North and South, are working on various aspects 
of this partnership (privatisations, education, 
health, migration flows, etc.). Before the 
Meetings, we will broadcast a batch of ten articles 
analysing the aspects of the Partnership by email 
(geopolitical context, history of the process, EU 
agreements, EU/Morocco, EU/Jordan, migration 
flows, etc.). They will include information on the 
process of the campaign. You will be able to find 
additional information on 
http://attac.org/euromed/ and to contact us at: 





secretariat.euromed@attac.org 





